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with vigor, could have been responsible for that leak. (?ick up direct quote and cite 
transcript by date.) 

The Commission never published the five-volume FBI report, it is in the Commission's 
files at the National Archives, where it is identified as CD1 . (CD indicates "Commission 
dociment." In some instances, with the same sequential numbers, the files are designated 
"CR" for "Commission ^ecord.^his particular transcript is now availabe at the Archives, 
as it is in mv files.) 

ivith the repot^ and his leaking of it hoover intimindated the Commission, giving it 
to understand that if it said other than he wanted said he would leak against it to the 
press. Se also laid down the line it was to follow, with the same "or else," having him to 
contend with.' 

^nd, although some were not by the FBI, throughout the life of the Warren Commission 
there continued to be an endless series of leaks all angled, all fixing thenational and 
media mind, all controlling the Commission and what it dared do or even consider doing 
or saying in its final Report. 

It may seem incredible that Hoover and his vaunted FBI could investigate the assassi- 
nation of a r resident and five a supposedly exhaustive five-volume report without account 
for all the known shots and for all the known wounds but it is the actualilty if not the 
TV representation of the FBI in political cases. (Tkaa e two +r> +-b o 



lEEL-asaassinatim itself in CD1~ n y TRfl 

HARSH- IffiPORT^pUSS/) //l L 




The first mention is "...three shots rang out. Two bullets struck iU President 
Kennedy, and one wounded Governor Connally." What follows is that the motorcade rushed 
to Parkland Hospital." 

On the President's wounds : "Medical examination of the President's body revealed that 
one oi the bullets had entered just below tfie S shoulder to the right of the spinal column 
at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees downward, that there was no point of exit, and that 
the bullet was not in the body." 

Tne first was one of the two alternatives if there were to el the pre-determined 
lone-assassin conclusion: it omits reference to the missed shot and avoids the awkward, 
untenable and in fact impossible conclusion that a single magical bullet had geed and 
hawed its way through the bodies of both victims, zigging and sagging in a manner that 
would be laughed out of a work of iction. 

xiie second avoids the known wound in the front of the President's neck, “t also is 
based on what the autopsy doctors said the night of the autopsy, in the presence of 

SAs Francis O'Neill and James W. Sibert. (Post Mortem 535) 

The alternative was the magic bullet, one that inflicted all seven non-fatal wounds 
on both victims, going from right to left inside the President's neck without stri/king 
oone and then gping back to the right to take twice as steep a trajectory downward and 
still again to the left as it smashed Governor Connally' s rib, his right wrist and then 
penetrated his thigh, where it deposited a farg fragment not removed in his emergency 
curgery. -ro_ this career it is six required to have emerged in xx±s± virtually pristine 

condition, entirely unscratched and only slightly fall flattened toward the rear. (POST 
MORTEM 602) 

if this was too much for HOover and the FBI, the Commission finally decided it could 
not get away with ignoring the front-necg wound and the minor injury to James \ Tague 
from a bullet that missed. 

Its desperate invention of the single-bullet theory came later. 




But as long as the Commission toed the ^oover/ no-conspiracy line he was publicly 
untroubled by a different means of caking that pre-determination seem possible. 

However, the Commission was scared to deathof him and what he could do to it. 

After ignoring published reports that Oswald nay have been an FBI informer for about 
a month the Commission ssse faced a situation that Eiade ignoring this report impossible. 

The reports reached Dallas A c-unty District Attorney Henry Wade, a former FBI agent. 

Within my experience and observation Henry l(i ade is a first-rate district attorney. 

$e eag enjoys hunting and is a good shot. Xi e has never doubted that John Kennedy was 
killed as the result of a conspiracy. 

V/ade promptly notified Waggoner Carr, State Attorney General and head of an aborted 
" A exas °ourt of Inquiry" on the assassination. Carr immediately phoned J. Lee Rankin, 
Commission /eneral counsel and de facto boss. x his was at 11:10 a.m. J-nuary 22, 1954, 
Washington time, tl e and Warren sweated the report out all day and then called an 
emergency session of the Commission for 5:30 that afternoon. 

(By means of FOIA I obtained the to-then secret transcript and published it in Post 
Mortem, pp. 475-87.) 

After some discussion Rankin spelled out how Hoover, who had already leaked his 
major report, had them hog-tied. He pointed out that "the FBI is very explicit that 
Oswald is the assassin," and "they are very explicit that there was no conspiracy." 
he added that this was unusual, Jhaf'in my experience of almost nine years" - he had been 
Bolicitor Oenavwl in the Justice “'epartment -"They claim that they don t evaluate, and it 
is uniform prior experience that they don Q t do that." He then added that the FBI had 
reached this conclusion although "they have not run out all kinds of lead" bearing on 
conspiracy." tulles agreed with both statements and Rankin repeated "But they are con- 
cluding there can t be a conspiracy without these [heads] being run out." 

His fear of the FBI was expressed in these words, if they asked the FBI about this 
"they could probably say that isn't our business." (PoST MORTEM E' 485) 

Only on paper was the President or his Commission Dover's boss. The Commission 
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was not about to tangle with him. 

Before the session ended. Rankin returned to the report that Oswald had been an FBI 
informer: 

...when the ( -'hief Justice and I were just briefly reflecting on this we said that if 
it was true and if it ever came out and could be established, then you would have people 
think that there wasa a conspiracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing this 
Commission did or anybody could, dissipate." (PK 486) 

five days later 

This Commission expression of preconception in secret- was even more explicit/ when there 

was another "TOP SECRET" session of which I obtained the suppressed transcript in by suit, 

in C.A. 2052-73. Then Rankin was this blunt: 

"We do have a dirty rumor that is very bad for the Commission, and the problem and 
it is very damaging to the agencies that are involved ii it and it must be wiped out 
insofar as it is possible to do so by this Commission." (WWIV 48) 

Hoover was not being investigated when there was an urgent need to investigate him. 

Instead what reflected on hoover and the FBI "must be wiped out." 
panicky 

How te sr-ified the Commission was, over xx oover and the question of conspiracy, was 
hidden with its hidden words of January 22 . Immediately following Rankin’ d telling them 
they could not "dissipate" the conspiracy question Commissioner Rale Boggs interrupted to 
Exists^ lament, "You are so right." Dulles groaned, "Oh, terrible." Boggs got his tongue 
tied up in his apprehensions, "Its implications of this are fantastic, don 0 t you think?" 
Billies’ last exclamation was "Terrific." 

They worried for another page of tran cipt when it all ended with agreement on 
Dulles’ proposal, "I think this record ought to be destroyed." (PM 486-7) 

The stenotypist ’ s tape escaped the memory hole and a decade later it was transcribed 

for 

ess? me under FOIA compulsion. 

Hand in hand we have uoover’d control and the official policy that fact or no fact, 
regardless of evidence, in the political assassinations there is no conspiracy. Always a 
lone nut. 

This is the way it was when Hoover control. .ed the xx ing assassination investigation. 

," they Ray, he wanted no more, 



Once he h. d evidence he could n lay to "Galt 



regardless of 
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tho deficiencies of that evidence and the existence of contrary evidence. 

-*-t was this Orwerlian: Hoover controlled history. Big -brother rewrote it instead 
of recording it. 

'fcintessential in this is the FBI Laboratory. In both assassinations it controlled 
all the scientific testing. ,j -'his means it controlled what was tested and what was not 
tested, what was compared and what was not compared. In neither case did the labx or the 
E3I prepare a consolidated report on the results of such tests as ballistics or the 
ballistics-related, from the available evidence. u r from its word in court. I sued it 
for these results and repots in both ee assassinations. * 

The Warren ^omiission never received anv of these lab reports in any meaningful 
form. It received no testimony on the spectrographic examinations By SA John 1', Gallagher, 
who was in charge of those tests. That he also performed neutron activation analysis on 
some of the same evidence is not even mentioned in the Warren 'Sport. It was a big secret. 
(See Post Mortem, r art IV. ) 

Hoover gave the Commission no meaningful reports on these basic tests and the Com- 
mission of lawyers was content. It thus had no way of knowing even what testing was done, 
t had only some second-hand and less than faithful opinions on what the tests showed. 

* C.A. 2501-70 and C.A.75-226 

I obtained FBI "raw material" from the lab work that the Commmission never saw. It was 

not able to have any independent confirmation of the FBI's interpretation os those tests 

it did perform- which was not all that could have been performed. 

Hoover exercised the same kind of control in the King assassination and in Memphis. 

u decided 

The master bureaucrat was able to manipulate the Attorney General when he deircyi to 
try to establish a E fig-leaf of federal jurisdiction. At the same time he was able to 
withhold all he wanted to withhold, including from the local prosecution. 

Hoover and his henchmen did not like the United States Attorney in Memphis. So 

instead of filing a conspiracy charge there under the civil-rights act they filed it in 
Birmingham. The Attorney General was never informed. H e read it in the paper*. The 
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internal FBI explanation is that it could, not trust the United States Attorney in Memphis, 

where the crime was committed. (Cited to documents in Inv file and to OPR.) 

over 

l'o obtain the FBI’s evidence after the FBI took/ the King assassination investigation 
District Attorney General Phil Canale had to complain to the Department of Justice. By 
the time he received what Hoover let him have it was almost the time originally scheduled 
for trial. 

(Pick up from Civil Rights compliance file, Canale and Vinson letters.) 

/ 

While none of this relieves the Memphis prosecution of any responsibility it does 
get the to the reality, a little-understood reality about the FBI, one that remains largely 
unrecognized and e— rer . c. r m despite all the disclosures about the FBI in recent years. 

It is boss. 4t lets other have what it wants them to have, whether it be a local pro- 
secutor or the Attorney General of the United States. Attorneys u eneral come and go; 
hoover abided almost forever, She FBI will be here forever, far into the futures: run by 
n oover’s selectees whoever is Director, far into the future doing as Hoover ordained 
be done. Most local prosecutors and police will continue to depend upon it for help, 
particularly laboratory help and help in other jurisdictions. 

The situation of the FBI with respect to the press is similar. The FBI’s method of 
control is identical. The difference is that literally it cannot and does not cpntrol 
thepr press. Its method is manipulation, which amounts to an approximation of control. 

The 1 31 controls what it will and will not say or release. It is a prime new source, not 
only in Washington but i al an all local jurisdictions. It can and it does favot competitors. 
It can and it does leak, mucn as it denies thus. It leaks to those It favors, placing 
others in a competitive field at a great disadvantage. Viithall it preserves a posture of 
deni ability. 

It was no secret among Washington reporters that the leakers-in-charge at the FBI 
were O ar tha Deloach and T.S. Bishop. But by the rules of the profession ±hx reporters 
do not disclose Confidential sources. So the stories do not identify repoetrs’ sources. 

Only if the FBI wants to be known as the source is it so identified. 




Having obtained by suit well over 20 pages of once-secret pages of FBI records in 
the ning assassination —about 20 , 000 pages of PBi. Headquarters records alone — — can pin- 
point some of the planted stories intended to prejudice the case against Ray and to 
convince the world that he was a loner. Once again that there was no conspiracy. 

It attributed his selection of the Halt alias to selections from the names of Ayn 
Rand chara cter s. /The FBI's headquarters research on this was a major effort, it then distri- 
buted typed copies of this research widely among its field offices. As an investigative 

Tboli&haswHsstiia&nfaglhsd Haada&yhtRtmmeddoiiihuentEDfelgaDmsoEhect&d used. 

^The idea came from reports that Ray spent his time in jail reading, that he read Ayn 

t Rand and alone and unassisted merely took the names of her characters. 

tool this was meaningless. In fact it was false. But in actuality it made gsa news stories 
to the FBI's liking so it let the falsehood out and received wide attention with it. 

(P n .ck up citations from d-aLi; file) 

All the time it was fostering stories of its greatest manhunt in history. This covered 
its failures, iddid not capture Ray and he was captured only by accident anyway. 

Statistics have always been a Hoover public relations method. With the Congress and 
with the press he had statistics. One part / alsways included the large amount of unpaid 
work the faithful agents put it. During the Hingcase its offices were required to file 
regular statements listing the time, the costs, the mileage and the unpaid hours. Whether 
the oine was wasted or not — and by far most of it in the -king assassination produced 
nothing of worth or even relevant - it made for high praise of the FBI. Failure thus 
became success. 

cover was not inclined uo favor those he did not like regardless of their jour- 
nalistic influence. Aa and not at all -rtAKe-tan^-4&-^laB-aidH ;u sedlr ~ tu ai ' ra n^e- 

- 

a or boo.-.s to tneir liking. ^-nd authors and publishers, modesty was never permitted to 
become a fault . _.t is not without cause that oover and all his employees referred, to 
FBI headquarters as "Seat of Government," acroyn acronym "SOG." 

are some examples from the FBIIic. files Number 44-33861 . 
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His likes and dislikes were determined by attitudes toward the FBI. Thos who were critical 
of it or of him were enemies, regardless of their influence. The FBI did keep records, too. 
" o decisions were made without a recommendation from below which included the attitude 

N -I vwy V)j 

of each media component toward the FBI. The FBIHQ Kurkin file (abends in illustrations. 

It overflows with submissions from field offices of articles and editorial and columns, 
each on a special form and each containing the filed office's description ox the prior 
expressions of attitude toward the FBI. In each case the name of the editor was included. 
a ot uncommonly there was a suggestion that a letter over t e Director's signature would 
be appreciated* I have seen such letters framed and on walls. 

Hoover and his closer assistants were not at all reluctant to plan the kinds of 
books they wanted written in seeming independence of the FBI. They debated which author 
they would prefer for their book, even which publisher. Simultaneously they pretended 
not to have been helpful to the very same authors. 

Modesty was never a Hoover or an FBI fault. It is not without sincere belief that 
they all, including the lowliest clerks, referred to Headquarters as "SOG," meaning 
Seat of Government. Hoover's control was such that he was, when he wanted to be, the 
Seat of Government. 

U 

Here are some examples of the foregoing from the FBI HQ M rkin files: 




